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Inspiration Celebration
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Presenter William Worrall with his high school computer aided Student presenter Isabel Buckingham, with her n
Allen, retired high school band teacher.

design/advanced technology teacher, Carl Koppmann.
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ominee, Marty ~ Student Cecilia Nowak is with honoree Jennifer Mernitz, her
high school choir director.

who are in our lives.”

Mernitz said Nowak has been with the
chorus for four years.

“I've watched her grow up right in front of
me,” she said. “I've watched her - through
failures and successes — mature and grow
both musically and personally.”

Student William Worrall’s tribute to ad-
vanced technology teacher Carl Koppmann
with a complimentary list of adjectives:
“Available, understanding, humble, adven-
turous, efficient, sincere, trustworthy, non-
judgmental,” were just a few.

“He recognizes the students as individuals
and they all have different skills and capabili-

ties.” he said.

Worrall said Koppman’s method of teach-
ing — by using their own skills — helps the
students not only in their projects, but also
in life.

Schools Superintendent Brian Graham
said the mission statement of the district
wouldn’t be complete without the word “in-
spire,” and the event was a clear example of
the success being achieved by the staff and

students at Grand Island schools.

To the students, Graham said, “The way
you think and feel about yourself, including
your beliefs and expectations about what is
possible for you, determines everything that
happens to you. The teachers and staff being
honored here tonight believe in you.”

To view a video of the “Celebration of In-
spiration” program, go to: https://events.
locallive.tv/events/48928
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Donations for DeGlopper Memorial

continued from Page 2
The poles for the nine flags were funded by the
American Legion Post for $16,000. When it was
learned last year the amount owed to Youngstown
sculptor Susan Geissler, the post stepped forth with
a check for half the amount. The balance will
be presented to her when the statue is
mounted on its granite base days be-
fore the ceremony.

DeGlopper credits the post’s
previous commander, Fred Wor-
nick, with leading the member-
ship to make these donations.

“He was very influential in getting us started,”
the current commander said of Wornick, who has
since moved to North Carolina, near Fort Bragg.

“This park is coming along wonderfully,” De-
Glopper said proudly after the eight flags were
recently hoisted. “I am so glad
our post put in these flag poles.

out so much.”

With the statue unveiling occurring in less than
one month, the committee is still in need of more
than $100,000 in donations, according to commit-
tee member Elsie Martino. Donations can be made
by visit- ing www.degloppermemorial.org and
clicking on the “donate” tab.

“It is absolutely amazing how
many people, families, organiza-
tions and companies have do-
nated to this cause,” DeGlopper
said. “Last week I was at an apple
farm in Lockport, and I met an
older gentleman who sells the best homemade ap-
ple pies. He had donated to us in the past and, when
he saw me, he asked about the park and the statue
unveiling. Before I left, he reached into his pocket
and gave me another donation.”
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